
Froehliche Weihnachten

GERMANY

                     As in many other European 
               countries, on the eve of Dec. 6th 
 children place a shoe or boot by the fireplace. 
  During the night, St. Nicholas, the patron saint
 of  children, hops from house to house 
carrying a book of sins in which all of the 
misdeeds of the children are written. If they have
been good,  he fills the shoe or boot with delicious
holiday edibles. If they have not been good, their 
shoe is filled with twigs.
December 21st, supposedly the shortest 
day (longest night) of the year, is 
dubbed St. Thomas Day. In parts of 
the Sauerland, whoever wakes up 
late or arrives late to work on that 
day is issued the title 
"Thomas Donkey." They are given a
 cardboard donkey and are the subject 
            of numerous jokes throughout the 
            day. But this gentle abuse ends 
        deliciously with round, iced currant 
         buns called  "Thomasplitzchen."

Cut out the two outlines of the country Germany and glue them together to make an ornament to hang on the tree
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